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Welcome to  
Read Mór 
We are delighted to welcome you to the Read Mór book gifting 

project, our gift to you on Culture Night 2022 on the occasion 

of the Arts Council’s 70th anniversary year. With our partners in 

Irish Rail and Bus Éireann we are gifting 4,500 of the books listed 

here to passengers on Culture Night. With this new project, we 

are thrilled to support and promote Irish and Irish based writers, 

publishers and independent book sellers. We hope that you 

continue to enjoy discovering some of the exciting and diverse 

range of writers in Ireland today and that you in turn pass on the 

joy of reading.  

Maureen Kennelly
DIRECTOR, ARTS COUNCIL 

In partnership with:



#ReadMór   #ArtsCouncilAt70   #CultureNight   #OícheChultúir

In partnership with:

A Ghost in the Throat
Doireann Ní Ghríofa
This stunning prose debut by Doireann Ní Ghríofa weaves two stories together. In the 
1700s, an Irish noblewoman, on discovering her husband has been murdered, drinks 
handfuls of his blood and composes an extraordinary poem that reaches across 
the centuries to another poet. In the present day, a young mother narrowly avoids 
tragedy in her own life. On encountering the poem, she becomes obsessed with 
finding out the rest of the story.

 Genre | Autofiction/	 	

	 Essay/	Memoir

 Audience | Adult

	 BOOKS UPSTAIRS 

  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Beag Bídeach 
Sadhbh Devlin
From Dublin City University’s (2022) Writer-In-Residence  Sabdh Devlin, comes her 
second children’s story, Beag	Bídeach! Meet Nína: she loves her little brother Jimí, 
but sometimes he just gets in her way... especially when she wants to play with her 
friends, the dolls. Wouldn’t it be great if Nína was teeny tiny, so she could play with 
her friends in their house?

 Genre | Children’s

 Audience | Children		
	 (3-7	years)

 FUTA FATA
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

 Irish	language	book

Bloodroot
Annemarie Ní Churreáin
Bloodroot, the debut poetry collection by Annemarie Ní Churreáin, explores the frailty 
and complexity of human relationships, often addressing the question of what it means 
to ‘belong’ in the world, having grown up flanked on one side by the Atlantic Ocean 
and the other by a troubled political border. Ní Churreáin’s poems suggest dual ways 
of experiencing people, places and events, often evoking the mystery of ‘in-between’ 
places. Bloodroot was shortlisted for both the Shine/Strong and Julie Suk Awards.

 Genre | Poetry

 Audience | General

 DOIRE PRESS

  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Brooklyn
Colm Toibín
Created by the third Laureate for Irish Fiction, Colm Tóibín, the award-winning 
Brooklyn details the story of Eilis Lacey coming of age in small-town Ireland in the 
years following World War II. She cannot find a job in the miserable Irish economy 
and when an Irish priest offers to sponsor Eilis to live and work in a Brooklyn 
neighbourhood, she decides she must go, leaving her fragile mother and charismatic 
sister behind. 

 Genre | Fiction

 Audience | YA

 PENGUIN 

  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

https://booksupstairs.ie/product/a-ghost-in-the-throat-2/
https://doireannnighriofa.com/
https://www.futafata.ie/Beag-Bideach-Teeny-Tiny-Sadhbh-Devlin?search=beag&description=true
http://sadhbhdevlin.ie/
www.doirepress.com
https://www.doirepress.com/writers/annemarie-ni-churreain
https://www.penguin.co.uk/company/publishers/penguin-general/sandycove
http://www.colmtoibin.com/
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In partnership with:

Dance Move
Wendy Erskine
In Dance	Move, Wendy Erskine’s brilliant new collection of short stories, we meet 
East Belfast characters who are looking to wrestle control of their lives, only to find 
themselves defined by moments in their past that have marked them. Full of warmth, 
the familiar and the strange, the stories  are about what it means to live in the world, 
how far we can end up from where we came from, and what it means to look back.

 Genre | Short	Story

 Audience | General	

	 STINGING FLY
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Local Wonders: Poems of Our Immediate Surrounds
Pat Boran (editor)
Editor Pat Boran takes us through poems from all over the island of Ireland – and 
beyond! Local Wonders asks us: What do we love? What sustains or inspires us, 
consoles or simply distracts us when our troubles might otherwise threaten to 
overwhelm? This stunning anthology celebrates the rediscovery of precious places 
and precious things, helping to renew our focus on what we love and sustains us in 
these uncertain times. 

 Genre | Poetry

 Audience | General	

	 DEDALUS PRESS

Gold Light Shining 
Bebe Ashley
In her debut collection of poetry, Bebe Ashley spins gold from the detritus of 
the internet. A landscape often depicted as a wasteland is illuminated in poems 
that explore celebrity, obsession and coming of age yet suffused with the hard-
won wisdom that the communities we build can be as meaningful as the families 
we’re born into. Perceptive, witty, and exuberant, Gold	Light	Shining introduces an 
essential new voice; one that captures how pop culture’s Technicolor joy disrupts our 
greyscale world.

 Genre | Poetry

 Audience | Y/A	(15-25)

 BANSHEE PRESS

  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Corpsing: My Body and other Horror Stories
Sophie White
Corpsing:	My	Body	and	Other	Horror	Stories by Sophie White comprises a collection 
of personal, lived horror stories in which the setting is the author’s own body. A vivid 
and ambitious collection, White asks uncomfortable questions about the lived reality 
of womanhood, and the fear that must be internalised in order to find a path through 
it. She balances vivid storytelling with sharp-witted observations about the horrors 
of grief, mental illness, and the casual and sometimes hilarious cruelty of life.

 Genre | Non-Fiction

 Audience | Adult

 TRAMP PRESS
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

https://stingingfly.org/product/dance-move/
https://cwagency.co.uk/client/wendy-erskine
https://www.dedaluspress.com/product/local-wonders/
https://www.bansheelit.com/shop/p/goldlightshining
https://www.bebe-ashley.com/
https://tramppress.com/product/corpsing/
http://www.sophiewhite.info/about
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No Dress Rehersal
Marian Keyes
Best-selling author Marian Keyes’ No	Dress	Rehearsal, which featured as part of  
The Open Door series - an adult literacy series of novellas by well-known Irish 
authors, blends humour with the poignant themes of life and death. The main 
character Lizzie is dead - she just hasn’t realised it yet. With the help of other spirits, 
who have seen it all before, Lizzie departs to the other side, with her chance to stage 
the closing scene of a lifetime. 

 Genre | Fiction

 Audience | YA		

	 NEW ISLAND PUBLISHING
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Palm Wine Tapper and the Boy at Jericho 
Nithy Kasa
Celebrated Irish poet Nithy Kasa—who moved to Galway from the Republic of Congo 
at age thirteen—is the voice of a changing Ireland. Palm	Wine	Tapper	and	the	Boy	
at	Jericho is the diary of a woman’s journey from the nature-rich countryside and 
the red-sanded desert to the Lego-like city. Written in the narrative folklore genre 
of her native culture, it sketches the passage from a child’s world, mystifying and 
exploratory, to the inner complexities of womanhood. 

 Genre | Poetry

 Audience | General

 DOIRE PRESS
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Maybe...
Chris Haughton
Internationally beloved children’s writer Chris Haughton brings us Maybe...  a funny, 
suspenseful, and keenly observed cautionary tale about pushing boundaries and 
indulging your more mischievous, cheeky side (when nobody is looking). With vivid 
colours, bold shapes, and Haughton’s trademark visual humour, this is a story about 
a trio of misbehaving, mango-loving monkeys who have a close call as the creator of 
Don’t	Worry,	Little	Crab gives readers a taste of vicarious mischief.

 Genre | Children’s

 Audience | Children		
	 (3-7	years)

 PENGUIN 
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Madame Lazare
Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin
Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin’s debut novel Madame	Lazare, takes readers on a whirlwind 
journey from Árainn, Paris and Brussels from the mid-twentieth century to the 
present. Written in Irish, Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin tells a story of love, belief, memory 
and loss that spans the lives of three generations. Hailed as a landmark book, it 
was awarded a Special Mention by the 2022 jury of the European Union Prize for 
Literature.

 Genre | Fiction

 Audience | Adult

 FUTA FATA
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

 Irish	language	book

https://www.newisland.ie/open-door
https://www.mariankeyes.com/
https://www.doirepress.com/
https://www.doirepress.com/writers/nithy-kasa
https://www.penguin.co.uk/company/publishers/penguin-general/sandycove
https://www.penguin.co.uk/company/publishers/penguin-general/sandycove
https://www.chrishaughton.com/
https://www.futafata.ie/
https://portraidi.ie/en/tadhg-mac-dhonnagain/


#ReadMór   #ArtsCouncilAt70   #CultureNight   #OícheChultúir
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The Summer I Robbed a Bank
David O’Doherty
David O’Doherty brings readers The	Summer	I	Robbed	a	Bank, winner of the Irish 
Children’s Book Award (2021) Rex’s parents have split up and, to make matters worse, 
he has to spend his summer holiday on a remote and rainy Irish island. The only 
upside: he’ll be staying with his strange and brilliant Uncle Derm. Then Rex discovers 
Uncle Derm is about to execute his most hair-brained plan yet . . . To rob the island’s 
travelling bank and support local needy causes 

 Genre | Children’s	

 Audience | Children		
	 (9-12	years)		

	 DUBLIN CITY LIBRARIES
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

The Gone Book
Helena Close
Limerick native Helena Close’s young adult  debut The	Gone	Book begins as Matt’s 
long absent mother suddenly returns  after leaving when he was 10 years old, 
causing great upheaval. Now she’s back in town. Matt needs to find her, to finally 
deliver the truth. Forcing the reader to question the consequences of decisions, 
Close captures the rollercoaster of emotions faced by her characters.  In the words 
of Donal Ryan, it is ‘A	dark,	gritty,	desperately	sad	and	wildly	funny	novel’.

 Genre | Fiction

 Audience | YA	(14+)

 LITTLE ISLAND   
 PUBLISHING

Small Things Like These
Claire Keegan
Award winning short story writer Claire Keegan brings us a new and distinct novella. 
It is 1985, in an Irish town at Christmas. Bill Furlong, a fuel merchant, faces into his 
busiest season. As he does the rounds, he feels the past rising up to meet him  and 
encounters the complicit silences of a people controlled by the Church. Winner 
of the Orwell Prize for political fiction, Keegan meditates on Ireland’s haunted 
relationship with the Catholic Church in Small	Things	Like	These.  

 Genre | Fiction

 Audience | Adult

 KENNYS BOOKSHOP
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

The Girl who Married the Reindeer
Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin
In Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin’s new collection of poems, The	Girl	who	Married	the	
Reindeer,  she journeys to worlds real and metaphorical and reveal deft crossings 
of borders, linguistic boundaries, and cultures, from the sepulcher of Lazarus to the 
web of a spider. This collection brings together poems so elegant and difficult, rich 
and haunting, that this volume stands as both her finest achievement to date and a 
landmark in contemporary Irish poetry.

 Genre | Poetry

 Audience | General

 THE GALLERY PRESS
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

https://librariesireland.iii.com/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5267721__S(The%20Summer%20I%20Robbed%20A%20Bank)%20f:a__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=def&ivts=m3Ju8OaAxg1AxfFw4ge6iw%3D%3D&casts=ABZ2T24YTV7pRxGfbLl9mA%3D%3D
http://www.davidodoherty.com/
http://littleisland.ie/books/the-gone-book/
http://littleisland.ie/books/the-gone-book/
https://www.faber.co.uk/product/9780571368686-small-things-like-these/
https://ckfictionclinic.com/
https://gallerypress.com/
https://gallerypress.com/authors/m-to-n/eilean-ni-chuilleanain/
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In partnership with:

Young Skins
Colin Barrett
Colin Barrett’s first short story collection Young	Skins, set for the most part in 
Glanbeigh, a small fictional town in his native Mayo, deftly explores the wayward 
lives and loves of young men and women in contemporary post-boom Ireland. Young 
Skins offers an utterly unique reading experience and marks the appearance of an 
arresting and innovative new voice in Irish writing. Barrett’s debut collection has 
been universally celebrated for its vigorous prose and ambitious storytelling.

 Genre | Short	Story	

 Audience | Adult		

	 STINGING FLY
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Yeats in Love
Annie West
Annie West’s irreverent art brings to life W.B. Yeats’s futile pursuit of the beautiful, 
unobtainable Maud Gonne. Introduced by Theo Dorgan, and complete with poetry 
by Yeats as well as quotes by those who bore witness to his infatuation, including 
Katharine Tynan, Douglas Hyde and his own sisters, Lolly and Lily, Yeats	in	Love is a 
truly original depiction of a decades-long adolescent crush.

 Genre | Ilustrated

 Audience | General

 NEW ISLAND    
 PUBLISHING

  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

The Written World 
Kevin Power
The	Written	World offers insightful and entertaining essays on book criticism by the 
witty and talented Kevin Power. This is his first non-fiction title after two stand-out 
novels, Bad Day in Blackrock and White City. The essays, ranging from reviews of 
Susan Sontag to the meaning of Greta Thunberg, apocalyptic politics, and literary 
theory, represent a decade’s worth of thinking about books; a record of the author’s 
attempts to honour art, and through art, the world. 

 Genre | Literary	Criticism

 Audience | General

 LILLIPUT PRESS
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

Unsettled
Rosaleen McDonagh
Rosaleen McDonagh - playwright, academic, feminist and disability activist writes 
fearlessly in a series of personal essays about a diverse experience of being 
Irish. Unsettled explores racism, ableism, abuse and resistance as well as the bonds 
of community, family and friendship. As an Irish Traveller from Sligo writing from a 
feminist perspective, McDonagh’s essays are rich and complex, raw and honest, and, 
above all else, uncompromising.

 Genre | Memoir

 Audience | General

 SKEIN PRESS
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

What Love Looks Like
Jarlath Gregory
In his young adult fiction debut, Jarlath Gregory brings us What	Love	Looks	Like, a 
heart-warming tale about queerness, change, and love in unexpected places. Meet 
Ben, 17, gay, and happy most of the time. He’s finished school and is on track to a great 
career, but the guy of his dreams is still in the closet. Shortlisted for the 2021 Irish 
Book Awards, this novel stands out as an inclusive love story for the modern age. 

 Genre | Contemporary			
	 Fiction

 Audience | Teen/YA

 O BRIEN PRESS
  AUTHOR’S WEBSITE

https://stingingfly.org/product/young-skins/
https://cwagency.co.uk/client/colin-barrett
https://www.newisland.ie/nonfiction/yeats-in-love
https://www.newisland.ie/nonfiction/yeats-in-love
https://www.anniewest.com/
https://www.lilliputpress.ie/product/the-written-world-kevin-power
https://www.lilliputpress.ie/author_post/kevin-power
https://skeinpress.com/product/unsettled/
https://skeinpress.com/writer/rosaleen-mcdonagh/
https://obrien.ie/what-love-looks-like
https://obrien.ie/jarlath-gregory

