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About this report

This report describes the resuits
of research carried out by the Arts
Council in 2022 with children and
young people about the arts and
creative activities.

Some children and young people
took part in workshops at their
pre-school or school, and most
completed a survey in their
school or youth group.

The Arts Council wanted to hear
from them to help make a plan for
children and young people’s arts.

The arts include:
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They came from cities, towns
and rural areas and from many
different backgrounds including:
Irish speakers; young Travellers;
seldom heard children and young
people; and those experiencing
disadvantage.

Aged 8-12years...
answered a survey for children.

Aged 12 =19 years ...
answered a survey for young people.

Aged 3-5years...
in a creche were asked about the arts.

Aged 5 -1years...
in a primary school were asked about the arts.

Aged 6 -3 years...
in a primary school took part in the research.



They like music and singing,
dancing, painting, drawing and
colouring, listening to stories,
imaginary play and Lego.

The arts/creative activities
make them feel happy,
good, excited, calm and fun.




What children

aged 5 =7 years

said about At
dKing part in the artsjcreative

the arts activities makes children feel

happy, gOOd, nice, fun, excited,

prOUd and COSyV.

They take part in arts/
creative activities in
school, at home, outside
and in their gardens.




They take part in arts/creative activities
in their school with their art teacher and
visiting artists, on school trips, in a local
secondary school and at home.

They like singing, music, playing
instruments, dancing, imaginary play,
film, going to the cinema, learning
circus tricks, making and huilding,
creating things and coding.
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What children and young people
who answered the survey said...

@ Young people aged 12 - 19
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Young people aged 12-19
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What arts ] creative

activities would
young people like
to try or do more of?
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What stops young
people taking part
in arts and creative
activities?

Embarrassment,
Peer Pressure & Bullying

School, Study & Homework
Lack of Time

Lack of Access to the Arts
Cost

Lack of Confidence

Fear of Failure | Nervousness
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CHILDREN AGED 8 - 12
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More School-hased Arts Activities
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Consulting with Children
about the Arts
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Free Arts Classes, Workshops,
Camps, and Supplies
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Giving More Money to the Arts
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Helping | Encouraging Children
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YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 12-19
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More Arts Funding

| 4
2'0890

More Arts Facilities
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More Arts Groups | Projects
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More Promotion | Advertisement
of the Arts
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Help | Support for Young People
to take part in the Arts and
Creative Activities



The Arts Council would like to thank all of the
children and young people who shared their views.
Special thanks to the child and youth advisory
groups who helped to develop and design the
surveys, and to make this report.
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Image credits in order of appearance:

Branar, Sruth na Teanga, 2021

Helen MacMahon, Hesperidae,
2019 © Arts Council Collection

Image from Arts Council
consultation workshop, 2022

Dance Limerick, Step Up
Dance Project, 2019

Selma Daniel, AdoleTa!, 2019

Image from Arts Council
consultation workshop, 2022

Towers and Tales Festival, 2021

Kids’ Own, TADA! Exhibition, Babord
International Festival for Children, 2021

Images from Arts Council
consultation workshops, 2022

Highlanes Gallery, children’s workshop, 2014

Kids' Own, Arts Council child and youth
advisory group workshop, 2021

Irish Chamber Orchestra, Sing
out with Strings, 2014

Jess Rowell, Making Waves, 2023

Unwrapped Festival, Window
Installation, Tallaght Library, 2020

Selma Daniel, AdoleTa!
(rehearsal image), 2018

Tumble Circus, Cycle Circus, 2021

Irish Modern Dance Theatre, Feathers, 2015

Theatre Lovett, The True Story
of Hansel and Gretel, 2015

Baboro International Festival for
Children, Tiny Mutiny, 2022

Young Irish Film Makers, Members at
NYCI Youth Arts Showcase, 2014

Benjamin De Burca and Barbara Wagner,
Rise, 2018 © Arts Council Collection

Baboro International Festival for
Children, Tiny Mutiny, 2022

Théatre de la Guimbarde, Cache-
Cache, Baboré International
Festival for Children, 2018

Julianstown Youth Orchestra, 2017

Image from Arts Council
consultation workshop, 2022

Arts Council child and youth
advisory group workshop, 2023
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